Causation of Phthisis.--Dr. Buclcl has astonished the English physicians by a new theory of the origin of this " endemic of the universe," as Dr. Bartlett used to call it. He thinks it a zymotic disease, like typhus or scarlet fever; never originating spontaneously but always transmitted by pre-existing germs These germs are the tuberculous matter itself which is transmitted from patient to patient, and which bears the same relation to the disease as the vesicles do to small-pox. He hopes that the destruction of this matter on its issue from the body will ultimately
